
 

 

Report to: Licensing and 
Regulatory 
Committee 
 

Date of Meeting: Monday 7 January 2019 

Subject: Linacre Road, Bootle - Proposed Traffic Calming Measures 
 

Report of: Head of Locality 
Services - 
Commissioned 
 

Wards Affected: Litherland; 

Is this a Key 
Decision: 

No Included in 
Forward Plan: 

No 
 

Exempt / 
Confidential 
Report: 

No 

 
Summary: 
 
To inform Members of the results of the public consultation on traffic calming proposals 
for Linacre Road and part of Stanley Road, Bootle. 
 
Recommendation: 
 
(1) It is recommended that the traffic calming measures as detailed in this report be 
approved. 
 
 
Reason for the Recommendation: 
 
To reduce road traffic collisions and speeding traffic. 
 
 
Alternative Options Considered and Rejected: (including any Risk Implications) 
 
No alternative options considered 
 
 
What will it cost and how will it be financed? 
 
(A) Revenue Costs:  

None 
 
 
(B) Capital Costs:  

All costs associated with the introduction of the traffic calming 
features, amounting to approximately £70,000, will be funded 
from the Local Safety Scheme element of the 2018/19 Capital 
Programme  

 
 
 



 

 

Implications of the Proposals: 
 

Resource Implications (Financial, IT, Staffing and Assets): ): All costs associated 
with the introduction of the traffic calming features, amounting to £70,000, will be funded 
from the Local Safety Scheme element of the 2018/19 Capital Programme. 
 

Legal Implications: 
 
 

Equality Implications: 

There are no equality implications 

 

 
Contribution to the Council’s Core Purpose: 
 
 

Protect the most vulnerable: Yes 
 

Facilitate confident and resilient communities: Yes 
 

Commission, broker and provide core services: Yes 
 

Place – leadership and influencer: No 
 

Drivers of change and reform: No 
 

Facilitate sustainable economic prosperity: No 
 

Greater income for social investment: No 
 

Cleaner Greener: Yes 
 

 
What consultations have taken place on the proposals and when? 
 
(A) Internal Consultations 
 
The Head of Corporate Resources (FD.5481/18) and the Chief Legal and Democratic 
Officer (LD.4606/18) have been consulted and any comments have been incorporated 
into the report. 
 
(B) External Consultations  
 
Residents directly affected, the Emergency Services and Merseytravel  
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Implementation Date for the Decision 
 
Immediately following the Committee meeting. 
 

Contact Officer: Joe Dwyer 

Telephone Number: 0151 934 4394 

Email Address: joe.dwyer@sefton.gov.uk 

 
Appendices: 
 
The following appendices are attached to this report:  
 
Annex A: Consultation Flyer 
Annex B: Questionnaire 
Annex C: Plan 1 
Annex D: Plan 2 
 
 
Background Papers: 
 
 
The following background papers, which are not available elsewhere on the Internet can 
be accessed on the Council website:  
 
Report to Cabinet Member Locality Services, date 15 August 2018 - FD 5240 ‘LSS and 
Pelican Crossing Programme’ 
 
 
  



 

 

1.0 BACKGROUND 
 
1.1 Members may recall that at the meeting of Cabinet Member; Locality Services of 

15th August 2018, the 2018/19 Local Safety Scheme Programme and Pedestrian 
Crossing Programme were approved. One of the Local Safety Schemes included 
within the report was Linacre Road, Bootle, from Bridge Road to Knowsley Road. 
Part of the route takes in some of Stanley Road. In the 3 year period, 16/9/2014 to 
15/9/2017 there were 14 recorded injury collisions, 4 of which resulted in serious 
injury. At least 7 of the 14 collisions were speed related. The collisions were spread 
out along the route. 

 
1.2 It is proposed to introduce 17 sets of speed cushions at various locations along the 

route as shown in Plans 1 and 2, (Annexes C and D) of this report. Speed cushions 
will be in sets of three or two and measure 3.00m long x 1.65m wide x 75mm in 
height. They will be solid rubber construction, bonded and bolted to the 
carriageway. 

 
1.3 The measures are being introduced to combat high vehicular speeds along the 

route and to reduce the number of collisions that have been occurring. 
 
 

2.0      CONSULTATION RESULTS 
 

2.1 A consultation package containing two A3 plans, a questionnaire and explanatory 
leaflet, (flyer) was hand delivered to properties and businesses along Linacre 
Road and part of Stanley Road, Bootle. The residents that front the route between 
Bridge Road and Knowsley Road were letter dropped on Friday 2nd November 
2018. The deadline for the questionnaire returns was Monday 26th November 
2018. 

 
2.2 A total of 271 consultation packs were delivered to residents on 2/11/2018 and 51 

completed questionnaires were returned which represents a response rate of 
19%. This is less than the normal response rate which this type of consultation 
normally generates. Usually, response rates of 30% are achieved, but it is 
considered that the poor return rate was possibly due to most of the frontages 
being retail premises and many of the retail frontages were disused, boarded up 
and empty. 

 
2.3 Of the 51 returns, 41 (80% of returns) were in favour of the proposed scheme and 

a number of very positive comments were made. However 10, (20% of returns) of 
those who responded were not in favour of the measures. 

 
2.4 The comments below are some examples of the positive responses received and 

have been directly taken from the questionnaires. 
 

 “Desperately needed” 

 “Great idea” 

 “Well done, this move is well overdue 
 



 

 

2.5 Of the 10 residents who objected, a few included negative comments such as “will 
damage vehicles” These objections and our response are covered in more detail 
in paragraph 4.0 below. 

 
 
3.0 EMERGENCY SERVICES / BUS OPERATORS RESPONSE 
 
3.1 The Emergency Services, (Fire, Police, Ambulance) were consulted and they 

were provided with details of the local safety scheme. The Emergency Services 
did not raise any objections to the proposals. Nor did Merseytravel or United 
Utilities. 

 
3.2  As the route is a designated bus route and part of the Emergency Services 

Strategic Network, speed cushions have been used instead of full width speed 
humps. Buses and emergency vehicles are able to straddle speed cushions 
without any detriment to passenger comfort or delays to journey times. In the 
case of the Emergency Services the proposed traffic-calming measures will 
cause no delay in response times.  

 
 
4.0 OBJECTIONS/COMMENTS/CONCERNS 
 
4.1 Of the 10 returns that were not in favour of the scheme, (20% of returns), 

Members may find the following comments / concerns worthy of note. In some 
cases residents listed a variety of reasons for their objections on their returned 
questionnaires. The table below summarises the main concerns raised by the 
residents and the number of residents who made the same complaint. Some of 
the concerns shown below are specific to the resident who raised them.  

 
4.2 

 Item 
No. 

Objections / concerns / suggestions raised by residents 
Number of 

residents raising 
objection 

1 Waste of money /  measures not needed 1 

2 Speed cushions / speed tables do not work/another solution 1 

3 Will cause damage to vehicles 2 

4 Wanted speed cameras instead of speed cushions  1 

5 
Would not be able to park in the vicinity of the speed 
cushions 

1 

6 Concerned of noise and vibration 2 

7 Will cause access problems at driveways  2 

8 
Complained about the location of a speed cushions outside 
their property wanted the speed humps to be relocated 

2 

9 Complained of discomfort as a bus passenger 1 

10 Will displace traffic / bad for business 1 

 
4.3 The following addresses the above concerns raised by residents.  
 
 1.  One resident responded with “Waste of money / measures not needed”  
 

 Traffic calming features are needed due to the higher than average number of 
casualties. The route was prioritised over other routes in Sefton due to the 



 

 

number of ‘treatable’ accidents and the proposed remedial measures gave a 
satisfactory rate of return in terms of accident savings against the cost of the 
scheme. It is anticipated that the measures should save 30 % of the 14 recorded 
injury accidents. 

   
 2.  One resident stated: “speed cushions do not work and wanted another 

solution”  
 
 An Environmental Route Action Improvement Scheme for Hawthorne Road in 

Bootle, between Merton Road and Aintree Road completed in September 2007 
used speed cushions as the main speed reduction measure. Hawthorne Road 
carries a similar volume of traffic as Linacre Road and Stanley Road. Before the 
scheme was introduced there had been six recorded injury accidents along this 
section of Hawthorne Road, many of which were speed related. The latest three-
year accident record for this section of Hawthorne Road has revealed just one 
slight injury accident. This represents a dramatic decrease in the number of 
collisions since the measures were introduced. Similar speed and casualty 
reduction schemes in Sefton that have used speed cushions have revealed 
casualty reductions of at least 30% after their introduction. Speed cushions have 
been used because Linacre Road and Stanley Road form part of the Emergency 
Services Strategic Network and also forms part of a bus route. Large vehicles, 
fire engines, buses, etc can straddle speed cushions without any difficulty. 
Merseytravel have been consulted and have raised no concerns. 

 
3. Two residents were concerned that speed cushions cause damage to the 
suspension and tyres of their vehicles. 

 
 A study into repeated vehicle use of speed cushions, humps and tables carried 

out in 2004, ‘Kennedy et al 2004’, investigated the effect on vehicles repeatedly 
traversing road humps, cushions and speed tables. No damage to any vehicle 
was found, despite repeated passes over the features and at speeds up to 40 
mph. 

 
 4.  One resident wanted speed cameras instead of speed cushions  
 
 Due to the limited amount of Capital funding available speed cameras were not 

an option. A static speed camera costs approximately £50K and more than one 
camera will be needed to cover the whole route length, whereas speed 
cushions which are cheaper cover the whole length of the road. At least four 
speed cameras would be required costing approximately £200K, and there is 
insufficient funding for this.  

   
5. One resident was concerned that they would no longer be able to park on the 
road in the vicinity of the speed cushions. 

 
Parking on or near the speed cushions is allowable. Car drivers, buses and 
emergency services will still be able to straddle the offside cushion as they 
pass any parked vehicles. 

 
 
 



 

 

6. Two residents were concerned about noise and vibration as vehicles 
passed over the speed cushions. 

 
The Driver Information and Traffic Management Division (DITM) of the 
Department for Transport commissioned the Transport Research Laboratory 
(TRL) to carry out independent studies of vehicle and traffic noise alongside 
road humps to measure their effects. The research revealed that after the 
installation of road humps, tables or cushions, the maximum overall noise level 
from light vehicles was reduced.  The Report found that overall traffic noise 
levels were reduced when light vehicles formed the majority of the traffic 
stream; this is the case for Linacre Road and Stanley Road. However, it is 
acknowledged that there will be some isolated noise nuisance, for example 
when an empty skip wagon passes over the cushions without straddling them 
correctly, but overall noise levels will reduce due to slower speeds. Research 
carried out by the Transport Research Laboratory concluded that there is no 
correlation between ground-borne vibration and damage to properties caused 
by vehicles passing over speed cushions / humps or tables. 
 
7. Two residents were concerned that they would have access problems at 
their driveways where a speed cushion has been positioned outside their 
property. 
 
All of the speed cushions have been positioned at locations that are clear of 
driveways and residents should not have any difficulties in either entering or 
leaving their driveways. 
 
8.  Two residents did not want the speed cushions outside their property 
 
Two residents wanted the speed cushions moving from outside their property, 
stating noise and vibration as the main reason. Noise and vibration has been 
addressed as explained in item 6 previously, however at one particular location 
we were re-locating the speed cushions anyway. Location 3 was originally 
proposed to be located outside properties 445 / 447. It became apparent that 
the original location was unsuitable as the speed cushions would be within the 
Puffin crossing zigzag road markings which is not allowed in the Highway 
(Road Humps) Regulations 1996. The new location will be adjacent to the 
build-out outside property 457 - 461 which is a locksmith’s. The locksmith and 
the adjacent garage have both been consulted due to the change of location of 
the speed cushions and both have responded with no objections or concerns. 
Therefore the new location is proposed to go outside 457-461 which actually 
gives better ‘in-between’ hump spacing.   
 
At the other location, (Location 4 on Plan 1), outside 473 Stanley Road it is not 
possible to re-locate the speed cushions. The humps are proposed to be 
located outside the bowling-green and a block of flats. If we relocated the 
speed cushions from this location, the ‘between speed cushions’ distance 
would be too close to location 5 or 3 depending what direction they were moved 
to. This would leave too much of a gap which would allow ‘between humps’ 
speed to build up. There is no other alternative location for this set of speed 
humps, it is acknowledged that there may be some isolated noise as vehicles 
ride over the humps but it should be noted that overall traffic noise will reduce 
due to the slower speed expected. 



 

 

 
9. One resident complained that the cushions will cause discomfort to bus 
passengers 
 
Merseytravel have been consulted and they have not raised any concerns or 
objections. Speed cushions are used along bus routes and strategic emergency 
services routes as they do not impede larger vehicles such as buses or fire 
appliances. Larger vehicles have wider axle spacing enabling them to pass 
over speed cushions with no effect therefore will not cause passenger 
discomfort. 
 
10. One resident said “We are a small business which relies on traffic being 
able to reach our premises. Speed humps will deter traffic” 
 
Speed humps are designed to reduce speed not volumes of traffic. Hawthorne 
Road which runs parallel to Stanley Road and Linacre Road also has speed 
humps, so there is no benefit to drivers to take the alternative route. Traffic 
volumes have not reduced on Hawthorne Road as a result of introducing speed 
cushions, and there is no reason why this should occur on Linacre Road. 
Arguably, businesses will benefit from slower traffic as drivers would have more 
time to see what businesses trade along the route due to overall slower speed. 
 
 

5.0 CONCLUSION 
 
5.1 The returned public consultation questionnaires resulted in 80% of residents in 

favour of the proposed traffic calming measures. Residents who raised specific 
complaints or objections have had these issues addressed as detailed in 
paragraph 4.0 of this Report. 

 
5.2 In order to reduce the number of collisions and reduce traffic speed along 

Linacre Road and part of Stanley Road, terminating at Knowsley Road, it is 
recommended that the measures as detailed in this report be introduced. It is 
considered that, due to the positive response to the consultation with the 
majority of residents who responded being in favour of the proposals, (80%) 
that this is a satisfactory basis on which to proceed. 

 
5.3 The scheme was also advertised in the local press giving the public notice to 

object to the proposals. This was undertaken at the same time as the public 
consultation.  No objections were received through the adverts, only through 
the ‘letter drop’ consultation. These have been dealt with in this report. 

 
5.4 Should Members approve the installation of the proposed traffic calming 

measures the scheme will be progressed this financial year immediately 
following the decision 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

          Annex A 
 

 

 
 

PROPOSED LOCAL SAFETY SCHEME 
 

Linacre Road / Stanley Road, Bootle 

 

CONSULTATION 
 

 

Sefton Council has identified Linacre Road, Bootle from its junction with Bridge 

Road to its junction with Knowsley Road, (this includes part of Stanley Road), as 

having a higher than average personal injury accident record. In the three year 

period of 16/9/2014 to 15/9/2017, fourteen recorded personal injury accidents 

occurred along the route. Of these fourteen accidents: 

 

 5 involved drivers in collision with pedal cyclists 

 4 involved drivers in collision with pedestrians 

 1 involved a driver losing control of their vehicle 

 1 involved a bus driver needing to brake hard causing a passenger to fall 

 1 concerned a driver turning right across the path of another driver on 

Linacre Road 

 1 concerned a driver ‘failing to give way’ at a junction 

 1 concerned a driver shunting into the rear of another vehicle 

 

Investigations concluded that excessive speed was a contributory factor in many 

of the accidents. 

 

In order to reduce casualty numbers and high vehicle speeds it is proposed to 

introduce traffic calming measures along the route. The measures to be included 

within the proposed Local Safety Scheme include: 

 

 Provision of speed cushions of standard dimensions, not exceeding 75mm in 

height, located along the route at various locations as shown on enclosed 

plans.  

 

The position of the cushions will be at the following locations: 

 



 

 

1. Outside 524/522 Stanley Road & outside Goddard Hall 

2. Outside 536 Stanley Road & 443D Stanley Rd 

3. Outside 544 Stanley Road & 447 Stanley Road 

4. Outside Bowling Green & outside 473 Stanley Road 

5. Outside St. Andrews Church & outside Johnsons building 

6. Outside 195 & 160 Linacre Road 

7. Outside 175 & 150 Linacre Road 

8. Outside 153 & outside 120 Linacre Road 

9. Outside 137 & 104 Linacre Road 

10. Outside Linacre Mission Hall & Hornby Flats Garden area 

11. Outside 113 Linacre Road & outside Hornby Flats Garden area 

12. Outside Flats 85-95 Linacre Road & 92 Linacre Road 

13. Outside 68/70 Linacre Road & outside 83 Linacre Road (Public House) 

14. Outside rear of 1 Jacobs Close and Home Bargains Store 

15. Outside 63 Linacre Road & adjacent side of 2 Palmerston Drive 

16. Outside 41/43 & 18/20 Linacre Road 

17. Outside 27 Linacre Road & side of 35 Sefton Avenue 

 

It is anticipated that the traffic calming measures will reduce vehicle speeds along 

the route. This will help in preventing future accidents and increase safety for all 

road users.  

 

In order to report the views of residents back to the 7th January 2019 meeting of 

Licensing and Regulatory Committee, I would be grateful if you could complete the 

enclosed questionnaire and return it in the pre-paid envelope provided to reach us 

no later than Monday 26th November 2018 
 

Should you require any further information please contact our Contact Centre on 

0345 140 0845.   Please let us know if you require this information in large print, or 

in any other format. 

 

 

 

Many Thanks  
 

Jim Black 

Head of Locality Services – Commissioned 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
Annex B 

LINACRE ROAD / STANLEY ROAD 

PROPOSED LOCAL SAFETY SCHEME 
 

QUESTIONNAIRE 
 
 

Are you in favour of the proposed speed cushions on Linacre Road and 

part of Stanley Road, Bootle as detailed on the enclosed plans?  (Place a 

tick () in the appropriate box): - 

 

  

       YES 
 

 

   

       NO 
 

 

Comments (continue overleaf if necessary): 

.......................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................... 
 

Name: ........................................ 

 

Address: ........................................ 

  ........................................ 

  …………………………………… 

 

Please complete and return your questionnaire in the pre-paid envelope 

provided. All completed questionnaires should reach us no later than 

Monday 26th November 2018. 

Sefton MBC Traffic Services Unit 

Traffic Management & Road Safety Team 

 



 

 

Annex C 
 

 
 

 



 

 

Annex D 
 

 
 


